This was in the summer of jH6, shortly after the final triumph of St. Ambrose over the empress and the Ariun party. Justina had an inflexible and incorruptible prelate, as well as u statesman, to deal with in the bishop of Milan, ami she had suffered unmitigated defeat. Augustine was only a spectator of the great struggle that had so long absorbed the attention of Milan. The Due tie Broglie makes him spend the night with the people and Ambrose in the church ; but Augustine expressly says that Monica alone shared that famous vigil. Gibbon is hardly fair to Ambrose in the matter. The empress had no shadow of a title to either of the churches which she claimed for her Arian priests ; it would have been a gross betrayal of his trust for Ambrose lo surrender either. The renewal of the struggle in the Holy Week of 386 is not so clear. We know that on other occasions Ambrose refused to obey an order to appear at court in a way that boded ill for the civil power. Whatever may be the right of the matter, it is well known how his congregation gathered about the bishop, when the courtead more.    For with the close of this sentence the darkness of my
